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Writing success, as much as any creative endeavor, generally depends on the 
ability to organize. 
 
Gathering information, in one form or another, is a rather basic first step, 
whether the writing involves fiction, or nonfiction. 
 
Business writing - such as sales letters, marketing materials, and website copy - 
requires a good deal of information gathering, in most cases. 
 
Although an idea for a short story, or a novel, usually bubbles up from the 
imagination, there is research involved in creating stories with a historical, or 
perhaps technological slant, for example.  
 
In most cases, the writer needs a plan, and an objective - written, or otherwise - 
to allow creativity to flow. 
 
It's akin to an artist preparing for a pottery project.  
 
A potter has to decide whether to use a potter’s wheel for the design, build it 
by hand, or use coils or slab pot, in order to produce the desired size and 
shape. 
 
A writer — much like the potter — tries to at least envision the finished 
product --the ending, and plan the necessary steps to get there. Potters rely 
on tangible resources, such as clay, glazes, water and a kiln, perhaps a potter's 
wheel to shape ceramic. 
 
Writers, on the other hand, deal with more abstract tools and concepts –plots, 
characters, sales and marketing, and promotion. 
 



A writer’s clay is information --a lump of knowledge from which a writer molds, 
manipulates, fires, and finishes a product that touches someone’s emotions, 
much like a potter’s work.  
 
Writers of fiction utilize the same skill, and imagination, as an artist. The 
difference is in the combination of raw materials that help create a connection 
to the audience. 
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